History of Emancipation: :
Gen. Davié'Hun)t’er and-Gereral-Orders No: 7
# "0 w_

il 13, 1862, following the Union capture of Ft. Pulaski
c?(?nﬁgntlhel Civil War, Maj. Gen. David Hunter issued General
Orders No. 7 freeing those enslaved at the fort and on Cockspur
Island. = Hunter, an abolitionist advocating the enhstmgnt of
black soldiers in the Union Army, ordered freedmen ‘subject to
military service. Not yet committed to a comprehensive plan of
emancipation, President Abraham Lincoln overturned the
orders. However, Hunter’s orders were a precursor to Lincoln’s
own Emancipation Proclamation, formally issued January 1,
1863, and to the establishment of the Bureau of Colored Troops
on May 22, 1863. Local African-American units included the
103rd Regiment USCT, which served at Ft. Pulaski 1865-1866.
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HISTORICAL MARKERS AS
EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES

Visitors and residents alike can explore the
Georgia Historical Marker Program
through an online database and mobile
app. Users can search for markers and
create driving trails based on individual
interests. The Georgia Historical Marker
Program is also an excellent way to
incorporate history in the classroom
setting. To further explore how markers
may be used in the classroom, check GHS’s
“Markers in the Classroom” guide

available at georgiahistory.com/markers.

C
Z%ORGIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
04 W. GASTON STREET

7,

SAVANNAH, GA 31401

THE GEORGIA
HISTORICAL MARKER
PROGRAM



THE GEORGIA
HISTORICAL MARKER
PROGRAM

Roadside historical markers can be found
throughout Georgia, sharing the stories of our
past in an easily identifiable and understandable
format. The Georgia Historical Society (GHS)
has administered Georgia’s historical marker
program since 1998, erecting over 250 new
historical markers across the state on a wide
variety of subjects. GHS also recently assumed

responsibility for the maintenance of more than

2,100 markers previously erected by the state.

MAINTAINING OLDER MARKERS

The State of Georgia, through various agencies,

erected approximately 2,100 historical markers
from the early 1950s until the mid-1990s,
creating a lasting legacy in every region of
Georgia. Recently tasked with their
maintenance, GHS works continuously to
repair historical markers so they can continue to
inform and educate the public for many years to
come. If you have discovered a missing or
damaged Georgia historical marker, please fill
out our online form to let us know by visiting

georgiahistory.com/markers.

ERECTING NEW MARKERS

The Georgia Historical Society produces and
erects new historical markers each year,
working in partnership with community
organizations, municipalities, and businesses.
The process for obtaining a new historical
marker is competitive and requires the
submission of application materials. For more
information about applying for a historical
marker, program guidelines, cost, and other

frequently asked questions, please visit

georgiahistory.com/markers.

Marker before and
after refurbishment.
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