N. B. Lee to Samuel Barnett, September 1836, Auraria, Georgia
MS 49 Samuel Barnett Letter
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                                                            Sept. 1836

Dear Sir

            I wrote a double letter on the 

10th & a single one on the 13th relatives to James’ conduct & 

Mr. Weaths.  [Weathers] called on the 15th & went down with him to 

the mine.  We saw James with Mondays work, 12th, tied 

up in his handkerchief.  I thought it a favourable 

time to take it to the house & weigh it.  We all 

went – it weighed 38p. 3 gr. in the quick we burned it 

off & it weighed 29 p. 17 gr.   so it lost a fraction more 

than one fifth (1/5).  I asked him about this week’s 

work he sd [said] it was 185 in the quick & weighed 

135 burnt off.  I have no doubt my taking Mr. 

W. with me had an excellent effect, & I think 

he is a little alarmed & may try to do a little 

better till I go down – that he may have a fair 

chance & cry poor gravel, however he bought on [or ?] 

p [per] oz. [pd ?] the hands 50� each for Saturday evening & worked 

all day which I did not expect when I wrote.  

The Monday work fabt. [?] 30 p. was injured by the tremen

-dous rain of Sunday or Saturday night, so that he lost 

a good deal of time or he might have made more 

than 3 pts. to the hand – he was very drunk on 

Sunday (I heard from Mr. W.) & is shockingly dissi

-pated – on Saturday the 13th in the rain Mr. W. was in 

my house, he had my umbrella over him & was approach

-ing a grog shop where James & Gage were – he said 

they mounted their horses & dashed for it – he said 

he did not know when he was so much tickled as he 

had no doubt they were sure it was I.   I feel 

satisfied that 150 pts. can easily be made per 

week.  I wrote him how much Mr. W. was pleased 

with the Lot thinks it better the higher we 

go & so does Gage, Parks overseer just above us.  James said I think that 100 hands could hardly 

work it out in 2 years.  Tell Andrews that 

the Legis. should permit the drawers to go on 

all the Lots where the Indian claimants 

have gone on to dig.  No doubt it is suggested 

that a law will pass.  Perhaps 

If Laughter 

2 or Three hundred Dollars Dolls.   
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[partly illegible sentence] to get possession, tho’ I don’t know 

that he B. [P ?] will consent, but a little might 

satisfy him, as he had Lewis & Buchanans 

Lots – he had all hands on Frac. 878 below us 

but he has been getting his fodder [?].   if L. would 

give him something it might save him a very 

great deal of trouble the field [?] is spending.  I wrote that the Judge 

should take a new Lease to us of course re

-serving the same pct. credit [?] to each we now have 

& not permitting Laughter to come & work 

after we encounter all the difficulties.  

I said also that he Laughter should be 

at the expense of Bills of Injunction & not 

us – for the certain loss is on Laughter.  

I find the Judge lives in Coweta & will be 

on the circuit for some weeks.  Laughter 

had better send me a Power of Attorney by 

Major Rose so as to act on the Bill.   I am 

glad the difficulty has arisen now for if the 

counsel had waited till the rising of the 

Legislature it might have been worse.   Pro

-tection I think will be afforded to the Lots 

tho’ the Treaty says the Indians shall 

have the “free use of the land.”  

Clay turned off his overseer Gill (one of the best) 

for his course of conduct – he was & is now the 

intimate friend of J. Keep[s] 2 Sisters who dress 

in first stile [style].  Gill is out of employment except 

a little mine he & Jas. have which I expect rather 

brought them in Debt (hear they worked 2).  Mr. Weathers saw such 

a difference in Jam. conduct after I went down 

with him that he said the Co. ought to give me 5 d. per 

day.  Jas. Says that Ralston has been to see Genl. 

Wool.  I think he said (I suppose one appointed to pro

-tect the Indians) & that he expected he would 

be on the Lot 873 with 100 hands shortly (vagabonds), 

ready for any depredation.
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My opinion is that in the field we can make 4 

parts [?] to the hand & in places 8 or 10 pts.  I think if Judge Andrews would 

write the Govr. that he would write the Indian 

agent or persons concerned to prohibit the Indians 

&c from digging gold (for after we have had a 

guard several years to protect the Lots (& it was 

said last year the ordinary Laws were sufficient,) it would 

be strange if the Indians were permitted to 

ruin the Gold Lots.  It appears to me that the 

Governor would interfere & protect the Lots till 

the Legislature should meet.  I do not believe 

that the Law of appointing the 

officers & guards is repealed tho’ 

I do not recollect how the matter 

stands – from Monday the 12th to Sunday 18th 

Sept. we have done a great week’s work.  

If Albert Semmes will take my 

money & give you 

a receipt allowing me interest 

on it till the note is taken up 

to Mr. Sneed or just give you (which 

is best) a simple promissory note 

or due Bill to me so that it can 

bear Interest as well as the note 

I should think it a good plan (I prepared note)
as the money will be coming to me.  

I have just been informed that all Daniels 

hands are coming on our Lot, & Clay I think 

has a hand in it.  I believe thro’ Gill 

that Clay knows all about our business.   

On Friday last we made 80 pts. in the quick – 

say about 60 which is 5 pts. to the hand.  We are 

close to the field [?] ask the Judge whether under 

the Penal code it is not Larceny in Ralston & 

all who assist (the gold savours of the [illegible]).  If so Laughter should come 

up & arrest the patties & bind them to the Court.  

I have not opened the veins but discovered them 

& got the rock & beat it up on the surface it 

is excellent – how it came never 

to be discovered before 
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I do not know.  I do not care about opening it.  If 

I had hands which I have not - & If I found hands 

it would cost 1 Dollar per day, & if opened rogues 

would visit it day & night if they could get the 

rock.  I do not deem it important.  I think if we 

turn off James McKnight had better be brought 

by the Judge or sent up but we must first settle 

with James & dismiss him & then let him come.  

On Saturday we began about 10 oclock [sic] & stopped before sundown 

& the young man told me we had 80 pts. in the Quick which 

makes 340 pts. in the quick last week (say 270 pts. net [?]).  I think where 

we are we might make 7 pts. to the hand.  it may soon 

fail as the pits sunk just above us are said to have been poor.  

If the matter were settled with Ralston I believe it would go to 

3000 d. if I could not get the Lot cheaper.  I hope you & the 

Judge will buy it.  I shall write the Governor I believe.  

I hear before I close that Asa Daniel has come with 

his hands.  Clay I expect has a hand in.  I expect to write 

the Dr. & Laughter by Mr. Hurley.   Please send for Laughter.  

I want it read to him when you get it.   All well.

            I have worked myself & opened a first rate vein.  

Mr. Weathers says it cannot be beat & the ore is superior.  

30 pounds of middlings [?] will do my hands with plenty of milk & other things.  All well.

                                                            Yours truly,

                                                            N. B. Lee 

