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Report of Sir James Wright on the Condition of the Province of Georgia on 20th 
Sept. 1773. 

The Staple Commoditys are Rice, Indico, Deer Skins, Raw Silk, Pitch, Tar, Turpentine, 

Beef, Pork, Indian Corn, Pease, Tobacco, Staves, Shingles, Lumber of all Sorts, and we 

have a great deal of fine live oak for Ship-Building and Hemp will grow very well, but 

little is planted as yet. And besides these, Cattle, Horses and live stock is exported to the 

"West Indies. And also Bees Wax, Beaver Skins &ca. &ca. The amount of the whole 

Exports annually for live years past on an Average is £101,240 Sterling. 

The Trade of this Province is principally with Great Britain from whence we are 

supplyed with Linnens  and Woolens of all Sorts, Ironware of all sorts Hats, Shoes, 

Stockings and all sorts of Apparel. Tea, Paper, Paints and a great variety of other 

articles; and altho' the Negroes are brought here immediately from Africa, yet the 

Returns in payment for them are made to Great Britain, so that that may also he deemed 

as a part of our Trade with Great Britain, to which place we export Deer skins, Rice 

Indico Naval Stores and Sundry other Articles. The annual amount of our Imports from 

Great Britain is computed at £76.322 on an average for three years past besides the 

Negroes imported which in the last year amounted to twenty thousand pounds. And 

our Exports to Great Britain only in the year 1772 amounted to £68.688.10.2 sterling. 

And besides this we are supplyed with Rum and Sugar from the West Indies and also 

with Rum Flour and Biscuit and other Provisions &ca. from the Northern Colonys. To 

the West Indies we send Rice, Corn, Pease, Lumber, Shingles, Cattle, Horses and Live 

Stock also Barrelled Beef and Pork. But the Northern Trade is an injurious trade as they 

take of but little of our produce and drain us of every trifle of Gold & Silver that is 

brought here, by giving a price for Guineas, Moidores Johannes's Pistols & Dollars far 

above their real and intrinsic value, so that we can never keep any amongst us.  

Source: James Wright Papers, MS 884. Georgia Historical Society.  


	Mini Lesson Homework Assignment
	Imports and Exports Chart from Sir James Wright Letters
	Report of Sir James Wright Excerpts

