The Crescent Farm Rock Barn

By Nikolas Kekel

The following paper was prepared under the direction of Dr. Jennifer Dickey at
Kennesaw State University for an Introduction to Public History course.

The Crescent Farm Rock Barn is located just off of Marietta Highway next to Cherokee
High School in Cherokee County. Today, the Rock Barn is separated from the rest of Crescent
Farm Edgewater Hall by the Highway. The Rock Barn was built in 1906 by Augustus Coggins to
house his race horses.' The Crescent Farm, of which the Rock Barn and Edgewater Hall are its
last two surviving structures, was a massive farm owned by Coggins. He was known for raising
race horses, but he was more largely involved in the mule-trading business and in farming. The
fact that the Rock Barn is built out of stone and is designed to be resistant to fire is a symbol of
what Coggins had to face in the 1910s, during the Jim Crow era, as an employer of African
Americans.’

During the early parts of the 20th century there was a movement to create what are called
“sundown towns.” In these towns, African Americans were only welcome as visitors and had to
leave by sundown. The Ku Klux Klan was a major force in establishing these towns and did so
by going on what are called “night rides,” during which they would burn down businesses and
farms owned by African American or anyone who hired them.’

In the 1910s there was an effort to create sundown towns in north Georgia. Such towns
had been successfully established in Forsyth County, Ball Ground City, and other surrounding
areas. Segregation spread throughout north Georgia and signs posted in many towns warned
African Americans to leave or face repercussions, and in towns such as Ball Ground,
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repercussions involved fire and dynamite.
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In 1910 many farmers who employed African-American workers received notes warning
them to get rid of their African-American employees and to do so quickly.” Most ignored such
demands, including Coggins. He continued to employ African Americans and had 75 working
for him.® However, the warnings that Coggins and others received were not idle threats. On the
night of December 6, 1915, Coggins’ farm, as well as others, was set ablaze. Coggins was hit the
hardest, losing two barns, one full of crops and the other full of mules and horses, of which only
one horse was able to be saved. The Cherokee Advance described the burning of Coggins’ crops
as “the destruction of the largest corn crop ever produced in Georgia.” This loss paired with the
loss of all of Coggins’ mules and horses was calamitous.” Coggins estimated the value of the lost
property at between $75,000 and $80,000.% For comparison, the Atlanta Constitution had an
advertisement for the same time with flour for 30 cents a pound, eggs for 29 cents a dozen, and
bacon only 31 cents a pound.’ The Atlanta Constitution also pointed to the “Night Riders” as the
culprit. “Night Riders” is an alternative name for the Ku Klux Klan.'® Several other fires were
set over the next week. Farmers who employed African Americans were targeted, but the farms
burned were not as large as the one at Crescent Farm.'' These fires show that Canton was far
from immune to the social conflict happening in north Georgia and the rest of the South. The
efforts to turn Canton into a sundown town were in full force with night-ride campaigns to set
fire to any business that resisted. '*

It is because of the Rock Barn’s unique stone construction that it was able to survive the
fires at the Crescent Farm. The Rock Barn now serves as a symbol to educate those of North
Georgia of the social conflict that went on during the Jim Crow era in the region and how that

conflict still marks the area today.
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