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“Last Land in Georgia Ceded by the Creeks” was chosen because of its important 
impact on the fate of the Creek (Muscogee) Confederacy. This essay explores how the 
land lottery in Georgia, removal of the remaining Creek tribes, and ceding of Creek 
lands helped develop the state of Georgia. 
 

 The tract of land that would become Carroll County, Georgia's 31st county, was the 

subject of much controversy in the 1820s. The first Treaty of Washington (1805), the Treaty of 

Fort Jackson (1814), and the Treaty with the Creeks in 1818 had made official the cessation of 

all other Creek territories south and east of the tract that would become Carroll County.1 

 Conflict with the Creek nation was ongoing for over a century. In 1812 Major General 

Andrew Jackson, the Tennessee militia, and a group of Cherokees put down the Red Stick 

Uprising at Horseshoe Bend.2 The victorious Jackson then brokered the Treaty of Fort Jackson 

that ceded much of Creek territory in South Georgia. One of Jackson's facilitators in the battle 

was Chief William McIntosh.3 As head chief of the Lower towns and Speaker of the Nation, 

William McIntosh held much authority in the Creek Confederacy.4 He and a handful of other 

Creek leaders signed the first Treaty of Indian Springs in 1821. This treaty ceded some of the 

remaining Creek territories in Georgia to the U.S. government. For McIntosh's facilitation in 

the brokering of the Treaty of Indian Springs he received title to several tracts of land, one of 

which hosts the historic McIntosh Inn located in Butts County.5  

 Again in 1825 William McIntosh would sign a new version of the Treaty of Indian 

                                                 
1 All mentioned Treaties sourced from: Indian Affairs: Laws and Treaties, Vol. 2 (Treaties), (Government Printing Office, 

Washington, 1904) 
 
3 Hudson, Charles. The Southeastern Indians., (Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 1976) 427-472;.Saunt, Claudio. 

“Creek Indians” in New Georgia Encyclopedia [database online]. Last updated July 20, 2018.  
4 American State Papers: Indian Affairs, Vol. II: 569-572  
5 Stock, Melissa. “William McIntosh (ca. 1778-1825)” in New Georgia Encyclopedia [database online]. Last updated 

October 25, 2018. 



Springs at the McIntosh Inn. The new Treaty of Indian Springs (1825) would cede all 

remaining Creek territory in Georgia including the land titled to McIntosh in the first Treaty of 

Indian Springs. This treaty was declared fraudulent by President John Quincy Adams based on 

the reality that William McIntosh did not represent the whole Creek nation.³ Creek law was 

specific on the terms of land cessation, and since McIntosh had acted without full support of 

the Creek Nation, his punishment would be execution. On April 30, 1825, Chief William 

McIntosh was put to death by a contingent of Upper Creek warriors and Chief Menawa at the 

McIntosh plantation, Lockchau Talofau, in Carroll County.5 

 The death of Chief William McIntosh did not change the fate of the Creek territories in 

Georgia. Georgia Governor George Michael Troup, who was cousin to Chief William 

McIntosh, chose to uphold and execute the terms of the second Treaty of Indian Springs 

despite calls for its withdrawal by President John Quincy Adams. In May 1827 land surveyors 

began to survey the tract of land ceded in the second Indian Springs treaty where they found 

many Creeks still living on the land.6 Governor Troup, still upholding the Treaty of Indian 

Springs (1825), began pressuring the remaining Creeks to vacate the land. One such pressure 

was the drawing of a land lottery in 1827 which doled out the ceded lands covered in the 

defunct Treaty of Indian Springs (1825).7 In November 1827 the second Treaty of Washington 

was signed, which relinquished all Creek territory in Georgia to the US government. This new 

Treaty of Washington also rendered the Treaty of Indian Springs (1825) null and void, declared 

all land titles issued after treaty null and void, and guaranteed assistance to any Creeks 

choosing to immigrate to land west of the Mississippi. 8 

 In 1829 Andrew Jackson assumed the office of President, and a year later in 1830 the 
                                                 
5 Stock, Melissa. “William McIntosh (ca. 1778-1825)” in New Georgia Encyclopedia [database online]. Last updated 

October 25, 2018. 
6 Hudson, Charles. The Southeastern Indians., (Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 1976) 427-472. 
7 Reprint of official register of land lottery of Georgia 1827, 1967. Baltimore: The Genealogical Publishing Company.  
8 Snyder, Christina. Second treaty of Washington (1826). in Encyclopedia of Alabama [database online]. Last updated 

October 27, 2014. 



Indian Removal Act passed the Senate and the House of Representatives and was signed by 

Jackson. This bill forced all Native Americans in the Southeast to reservations in Oklahoma, an 

event now known as the Trail of Tears. 9 

 

Marker Text: Bowdon is near the geographical center of the last land in Georgia owned by the 

Creek Nation and ceded to the U.S. This tract approximately 550 sq. mi. in area is 80 mi long, 

and 10 mi. wide at the widest point. When Carroll County was surveyed in 1827, it was 

discovered that all of some districts and parts of others were actually still Creek Territory and 

till beyond the limits of the Treaties of Jan. 24 and March 31, 1826. An additional treaty, 

signed at the Creek Agency Nov. 15, 1817, ceded all remaining Creek lands lying in the 

charted limits of the State of Georgia – Tract 141.  

 

References: 

American State Papers: Indian Affairs, Vol. II 1: 569-572. 18th Congress (1823-1825). memory.loc.gov. 
Accessed November 19, 2018. https://memory.loc.gov/ammem/amlaw/lwsplink.html.  

Gigantino, Jim. Land lottery system in New Georgia Encyclopedia [database online]. 2017. Available 
from http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/land-lottery-system.  

Hudson, Charles. 1976. A conquered people. In The Southeastern Indians., 427-472. Knoxville: 
University of Tennessee Press. 

Indian affairs: Laws and treaties 1904. ed. Charles Joseph Kappler. Vol. 2 (Treaties) Government 
Printing Office.  

Reprint of official register of land lottery of georgia 1827 1967. Baltimore: The Genealogical 
Publishing Company.  

Saunt, Claudio. Creek Indians. In New Georgia Encyclopedia [database online]. 2018. Available from 
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/creek-indians.  

Snyder, Christina. Second treaty of Washington (1826). In Encyclopedia of Alabama [database online]. 
University of Pennsylvania, 2014Available from http://www.encyclopediaofalabama.org/article/h-
1452. 

                                                 
9 Hudson, Charles. The Southeastern Indians., (Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 1976) 455. 

https://memory.loc.gov/ammem/amlaw/lwsplink.html
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/land-lottery-system
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/creek-indians
http://www.encyclopediaofalabama.org/article/h-1452
http://www.encyclopediaofalabama.org/article/h-1452


Stock, Melissa. William McIntosh (ca. 1778-1825) in New Georgia Encyclopedia [database online]. 
2018. Available from http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/william-
mcintosh-ca-1778-1825.  

Wade House, Myron. Carroll county. In New Georgia Encyclopedia [database online]. 2018Available 
from http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/counties-cities-neighborhoods/carroll-county.  

http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/william-mcintosh-ca-1778-1825
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/william-mcintosh-ca-1778-1825
http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/counties-cities-neighborhoods/carroll-county


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


