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The following paper was prepared under the direction of Dr. Jennifer Dickey at Kennesaw State 
University for an Introduction to Public History course. 

 The Leo Frank Lynching historical marker sits very near where Leo Frank was lynched in 

1915 in Marietta, Georgia. The marker, erected by the Georgia Historical Society, the Jewish 

American Society for Historic Preservation, and Temple Kol Emeth, tells the story of Frank to a 

modern audience.i While the marker tells the history of Frank’s death, it also ties up a history 

that is still evolving with time. 

While many in the crowd watched the Confederate veterans march in their annual parade 

in 1913, Mary Phagan, a thirteen-year-old girl, was brutally murdered at the National Pencil 

Company in Atlanta where she was employed. She had gone to collect her weekly earnings and 

never returned home. Suspicion fell squarely on Leo Frank, the superintendent of the factory, 

who was a man of the Jewish faith. He was arrested and put on trial for the murder of Mary 

Phagan, found guilty, and sentenced to death. Governor Slaton, fearing that the trial had been 

fixed, commuted his sentence to life in prison. Some within in the community did not agree with 

the alteration of Frank’s sentence and kidnapped Frank out of the state prison in Milledgeville. 

He was taken to Marietta and hanged by the crowd that had gathered. In 1986 Leo Frank was 

given a posthumous pardon.ii   

This case was well known and well documented, however there were a lot of assumptions 

made; and those assumptions had cost a man his life. It was not until many years later that 

another view point of the events that had occurred that Confederate Memorial Day emerged. 

Alonzo Mann, a fourteen-year-old factory employee, was asked to give testimony on the death of 

Mary Phagan in court. He had been in the building the day of her death and had not seen Leo 

Frank. He saw another man carrying what he thought looked like a girl wrapped in a sheet. The 

man he had seen was Jim Conley, a custodian of the factory, who had threatened to kill Mann if 
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he ever spoke about what he had seen. Mann’s parents had feared for their son’s life and agreed 

that it would be wisest to say nothing; so, Mann kept quiet about what he saw until he could keep 

quiet no longer. iii  

 Throughout the twenty-nine-day trial, Jim Conley gave his testimony, but he seemed to 

contradict himself. He claimed two women had been present after the murder had taken place, 

but the time he gave did not match up with the records. He also said he was told to wrap Phagan 

in “bed ticking,” but it was later confirmed that no such material was in the factory at the 

time.ivThis evidence, mixed with the fact that it looked as if the jury had been forced to vote in a 

certain way, made the Governor decide it would be best to commute Frank’s sentence from death 

to life imprisonment.v By changing the sentence, Governor Slaton showed that while he may not 

have thought Frank innocent, he did not know without a shadow of a doubt that Frank was guilty 

either. This was a complicated case, but it seemed the people wanted Frank to be guilty even if 

the facts presented to them seemed altered.  

 The people were outraged by the Governor’s decision. They felt that justice had not been 

done and decided that they would finish this themselves whether the law approved or not. 

Members of the community drove to the Georgia State Prison in Milledgeville and grabbed 

Frank. He had been stabbed by an inmate earlier and was still recovering from the wound when 

he was kidnapped and forced to Marietta.vi  

 To those involved, the lynching was an act of justice. They truly believed that Frank had 

been the sole killer of Mary Phagan and felt if the law would not help them, then they must take 

matters into their own hands. The lynching of Frank in Marietta was seen as a triumph by those 

who had witnessed it.vii This emotion has not gone away even though over one hundred years has 

elapsed. Places like the grave site of Mary Phagan are covered with plaques and monuments that 
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reject the 1986 posthumous pardon given to Frank. The pardon, however, was not granted to 

declare Frank’s innocence or guilt. It was given for the failure of the state to protect him while he 

was prisoner, to keep him alive and allow him to appeal his verdict, and to bring his murderers to 

justice.viii This shows just how emotionally charged this story is. The public seems to be split, 

with some believing that Frank was innocent and others believing he was guilty.ix The truth of 

Phagan’s murder remains less straightforward.x  

  



Sarah Strickland 
Historical Marker Project 

4 
 

Bibliography 

Primary Sources: 

“Leo Frank Lynched by Mob After Swift Ride to the Home of Murdered Mary Phagan.” Evening 
Public Ledger (August 17, 1915/ Accessed September 21, 2018). 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/164906194. 

 “Governor Slayton Congratulated; Hanged in Effigy.” The San Francisco Examiner, (June 22, 
1915 /Accessed September 20, 2018). https://www.newspapers.com/image/457445462.  

“Statement of Alonzo Mann.” The Tennessean (March 7, 1982 /Accessed September 17, 2018). 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/112240505.  

 Secondary Sources: 

Jewish American Society for Historic Preservation (Accessed October 20, 2018). http://jewish-
american-society-for-historic-preservation.org/.  

“Leo Frank Case.” New Georgia Encyclopedia (November 5, 2018). 
https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/leo-frank-case. 

 

“Leo Frank Lynching at 100 Discussed in November 17 Talk.” Georgia Historical Society. 
(Accessed November 20, 2018). https://georgiahistory.com/leo-frank-lynching-at-100-
discussed-in-november-17-talk/.  

“Lessons of a Century.” The Atlanta Constitution (August 23, 2015/ Accessed October 14, 
2018). https://www.newspapers.com/image423249899. 

“The Lynching of Leo Frank.” The Temple (Accessed November 18, 2018). https://www.the-
temple.org/leo-frank. 

Georgia Historical Society. “Leo Frank Lynching.” Georgia Historical Marker Index ( June 16, 
2014/ Accessed September 15, 2018).  
https://georgiahistory.com/ghmi_marker_updated/leo-frank-lynching/. 

Oney, Steve. And the Dead Shall Rise: The Murder of Mary Phagan and the Lynching of Leo 
Frank. Vintage Books, 2004. 

 

 

 

                                                           
i Georgia Historical Society, “Leo Frank Lynching,” Georgia Historical Markers Index, (September 11, 2018), 
https://georgiahistory.com/ghmi_marker_updated/leo-frank-lynching/.  

https://www.newspapers.com/image/164906194
https://www.newspapers.com/image/457445462
https://www.newspapers.com/image/112240505
http://jewish-american-society-for-historic-preservation.org/
http://jewish-american-society-for-historic-preservation.org/
https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/leo-frank-case
https://georgiahistory.com/leo-frank-lynching-at-100-discussed-in-november-17-talk/
https://georgiahistory.com/leo-frank-lynching-at-100-discussed-in-november-17-talk/
https://www.newspapers.com/image423249899
https://www.the-temple.org/leo-frank
https://www.the-temple.org/leo-frank
https://georgiahistory.com/ghmi_marker_updated/leo-frank-lynching/
https://georgiahistory.com/ghmi_marker_updated/leo-frank-lynching/


Sarah Strickland 
Historical Marker Project 

5 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                           
ii “Leo Frank Case,” New Georgia Encyclopedia (November 5, 2018). 
https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/leo-frank-case. 
iii “Statement of Alonzo Mann,” The Tennessean (March 7, 1982/ Accessed September 17, 2018). 
https://www.newspapers.com/image/112240505. 
iv “Governor Slayton Congratulated; Hanged in Effigy” The San Francisco Examiner (June 22, 1915/ Accessed 
September 20, 2018). https://www.newspapers.com/image/457445462; “Lessons of a Century” The Atlanta 
Constitution. https://www.newspapers.com/image423249899. 
v Ibid. 
vi “Leo Frank Lynched by Mob After Swift Ride to the Home of Murdered Mary Phagan,” Evening Public Ledger 
(August 17, 1915/ Accessed September 21, 2018). https://www.newspapers.com/image/164906194. 
vii Steve Oney, And the Dead Shall Rise: The Murder of Mary Phagan and the Lynching of Leo Frank (Vintage Books, 
2004), 567. 
viii “Leo Frank Case,” New Georgia Encyclopedia. 
ix Ibid. 
x Oney, And the Dead Shall Rise: The Murder of Mary Phagan and the Lynching of Leo Frank. 

https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/leo-frank-case
https://www.newspapers.com/image/112240505
https://www.newspapers.com/image/457445462
https://www.newspapers.com/image423249899
https://www.newspapers.com/image/164906194


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


