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The following paper was prepared under the direction of Dr. Jennifer Dickey at Kennesaw State 
University for an Introduction to Public History course. 

 

The Winecoff Hotel Fire, which is the deadliest hotel fire in the United States, occurred on 

December 7, 1946, and was given a historical marker by the Georgia Department of Natural 

Resources in 1994. This marker was put up not only because of the historical significance of the 

event, but to honor and remember the victims, survivors and firefighters of this tragic event. The 

Winecoff Hotel Fire led to the fire-safety regulations in place today.  

The deadliest hotel fire in American history occurred on December 7, 1946, in downtown 

Atlanta when 119 people lost their lives in the Winecoff Hotel. When the Winecoff Hotel opened 

at the end of 1913, it was the tallest building in the city. The hotel was named after builder and 

owner, William Winecoff, who also perished in the fire. Winecoff considered the building 

“fireproof.” The hotel was fifteen stories tall and built out of stone and brick. Fire trucks in 

Atlanta were not equipped to handle a fire in a building of this size, as their ladders could only 

reach the eighth floor of the hotel. The Winecoff Hotel was not equipped with a sprinkler system 

or fire escapes, and the flames spread quickly. The fire broke out a little after three o’clock in the 

morning. That night, there were about 280 guests in the hotel.  

A marker was put up by the Georgia Department of Natural Resources in downtown 

Atlanta in 1994, forty-eight years after the deadly fire, to remember the Winecoff Hotel fire. The 

marker serves as a dedication to the fire survivors, victims, and firefighters. The heartbreaking 

event sparked fire-safety initiatives, not just in the city of Atlanta, but across the United States. 

In the days, weeks, and months following the fire, there was a lot of talk about why and how it 
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happened. The tragic fire at the Winecoff Hotel was used as an example by those calling for safer 

fire measures. The fire safety standards that we have in place today were enacted in part because 

of the Winecoff fire and its aftermath. The historical marker stands as a testimony to this 

significant role that ultimately made buildings safer. Today the marker stands outside of what is 

now the Ellis Hotel (formerly the Winecoff Hotel) at 176 Peachtree Street Northeast in Atlanta, 

Georgia.  

This event warranted a historical marker because of its historical significance in 

American history, in Georgia history, and in the history of the city of Atlanta. The devastating 

fire led very quickly to the implementation of fire-safety standards across the United States, 

which started close to home soon after the fire.1 The Winecoff Hotel fire was a popular topic of 

conversation all over the country, but especially in Atlanta and the outer-lying regions.2 The fire 

was such a big event that it was in the news all over the country and became one of the years’ 

biggest news stories.3 The Winecoff Hotel fire was such an impactful event that photographer 

Arnold Hardy won a Pulitzer Prize for his picture of a women falling from an upper story of the 

hotel. The photograph has been identified as a woman named Diasy McCumber, who jumped out 

of an upper story window to escape the fire and survived.4 Some reports say a cigarette caused 

the fire, but the cause is unknown and still debated today. 5  

  



  Katie Proctor 

Bibliography 

Primary Sources  

“Cigaret Started Winecoff Fire, Probers Decide.” The Marietta Daily Journal Evening 
Edition.December 10, 1946.  

“City Awaits Aerial Ladder Truck: Fire Chief Monday To Launch Two-week Inspection Drive.” 
The Marietta Daily Journal Morning Edition. December 12, 1946.  

 “Revise Top Story List To Include Winecoff Fire.” The Marietta Daily Journal Evening Edition. 
December 10, 1946.  

“Rotary To Discuss Winecoff Tragedy.” The Marietta Daily Journal Morning Edition. December 
15, 1946.  

“Winecoff Fire Toll Reaches 122 Deaths: Probe Launched Into Nation’s Worst Hotel Fire.” The 
Marietta Daily Journal Morning Edition. December 8, 1946 (Marietta, Georgia).  

 “Winecoff Operators Faced With Suits.” The Marietta Daily Journal Evening Edition. 

December 23, 1946.  

Georgia Historical Society. “The Winecoff Fire.” Georgia Historical Markers. 
https://georgiahistory.com/ghmi_marker_updated/the-winecoff-fire/.   

 

Secondary Sources  

"Atlanta's Hotel Winecoff Fire Worst In Nation's History." Fire Engineering. 
https://www.fireengineering.com/articles/print/volume-100/issue-1/features/atlanta-s-hotel-
winecoff-fire-worst-in-nation-s-history.html.  

"Atlanta's Winecoff Hotel." Colonial Georgia. 
http://www.ourgeorgiahistory.com/ogh/Atlanta's_Winecoff_Hotel.  

Heys, Sam and Allen B. Goodwin. The Winecoff Fire: The Untold Story of America's Deadliest 
Hotel Fire. 1993.  

"Photos: The Winecoff Hotel Fire." Myajc. https://www.myajc.com/lifestyles/photos-the-winecoff-
hotel-fire/PnYSTLwTgD1ePpuWsDWlnM/#yqu0j4aLT8qbHDETuykRpg.  

 The Companion Website For The Book: The Winecoff Fire: The Untold Story of America's 
Deadliest Hotel Fire. https://www.Winecoff.org  

"The Winecoff Fire - Our Nation’s Deadliest Hotel Fire." Firehouse. 
https://www.firehouse.com/home/news/10568390/the-winecoff-fire-our-nations-deadliest-hotel-
fire.   

 “Tragedy In The South: The Winecoff Hotel Fire of 1946.” Winecoffhotelfire.com  

https://georgiahistory.com/ghmi_marker_updated/the-winecoff-fire/
https://www.fireengineering.com/articles/print/volume-100/issue-1/features/atlanta-s-hotel-winecoff-fire-worst-in-nation-s-history.html
https://www.fireengineering.com/articles/print/volume-100/issue-1/features/atlanta-s-hotel-winecoff-fire-worst-in-nation-s-history.html
http://www.ourgeorgiahistory.com/ogh/Atlanta's_Winecoff_Hotel
https://www.myajc.com/lifestyles/photos-the-winecoff-hotel-fire/PnYSTLwTgD1ePpuWsDWlnM/#yqu0j4aLT8qbHDETuykRpg
https://www.myajc.com/lifestyles/photos-the-winecoff-hotel-fire/PnYSTLwTgD1ePpuWsDWlnM/#yqu0j4aLT8qbHDETuykRpg
https://www.winecoff.org/
https://www.firehouse.com/home/news/10568390/the-winecoff-fire-our-nations-deadliest-hotel-fire
https://www.firehouse.com/home/news/10568390/the-winecoff-fire-our-nations-deadliest-hotel-fire


  Katie Proctor 

Wallace, Chet. Stories of the Winecoff Fire: A Dedication to the Memory of the 119. 2018.6 

                                                 
1 “City Awaits Aerial Ladder Truck: Fire Chief Monday To Launch Two-week Inspection Drive.” The Marietta 
Daily Journal Morning Edition. December 12, 1946. 
2 “Rotary To Discuss Winecoff Tragedy.” The Marietta Daily Journal Morning Edition. December 15, 1946. 
3 “Revise Top Story List To Include Winecoff Fire.” The Marietta Daily Journal Evening Edition. December 10, 
1946. 
4 "Photos: The Winecoff Hotel Fire." Myajc.  
5 “Cigarette Started Winecoff Fire, Probers Decide.” The Marietta Journal Evening Edition. December 10, 1946. 
 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


