
  
 

Late 20th Century Georgia Leaders Series 

Student-Driven Inquiry 

Question Formulation Technique (QFT) + Teaching with Primary Sources Mashup 

Steps: Observe → Question (QFT) → Reflect → Corroborate → Research → Reflect 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

8th-HS (suitable for small group/pair/individual work) 

• SS 8th History 9: SS8H9 Describe the role of Georgia in WWII. 

b. Explain the economic and military contributions of Richard Russell and Carl Vinson. 

Observe: 1-2 min observation period to look at primary source and review source information.  

 

Senator Richard Russell and President Lyndon B. Johnson; 12/7/1963; Johnson White House 

Photographs, White House Photo Office Collection; Lyndon B. Johnson Library, Austin, TX. 

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/senator-russell-president-johnson, December 15, 

2020  



  
 

Question: Students produce questions, following the four rules of the QFT strategy, and 

numbering each question. (individual, small group, or whole group activity) 

1. Ask as many questions as you can. 

2. Do not stop to discuss, judge, or answer the questions. 

3. Students record every question exactly as stated.  

4. Change any statement into a question. 

Students improve questions:  

• Categorize as open or closed. 

• Change one open question to closed and one closed question to open. 

Students prioritize questions by choosing their top three:  

• Discuss with students why they chose the top three. 

Reflect: Take a few minutes to review student work so far.  

Students share and discuss:  

• Review the source information (author/creator, title, publisher, date, location, 

etc.) with students and attempt to answer any of their questions based on that 

information.  

• Make inferences based on visible evidence. Discuss conclusions students can draw 

about the subject based on observational and contextual evidence from the source 

and the citation.  

Students and teacher discuss a plan to answer priority questions:   

• To answer the three priority questions, what information do students need? 

• Discuss where students could find that information. 

Students think about their thinking: Discuss the following… 

• Did students learn from the questions others asked? Give evidence.  

• How did students narrow down and decide on their questions? Why are the questions 

they chose important to them?  

Corroborate: Students explore additional primary and/or secondary sources (provided by 

GHS) looking for similarities and differences to the original source. 

Students explore one or more additional sources observing visual evidence (details) and 

source information (author/creator, title, publisher, date, location, etc.) to draw conclusions 

from the various sources. 

Students discuss to determine if they need more information to answer priority questions.  



  
 

 

Newspaper clipping of Richard B. Russell, Jr. Senate campaign. From the Scarlett family bible, 

photograph albums, and scrapbooks collection, 1880-1969 at the Georgia Historical Society. 

https://georgiahistory.pastperfectonline.com/photo/34BB50DA-0F6C-4148-9EE5-830577247430  

https://georgiahistory.pastperfectonline.com/photo/34BB50DA-0F6C-4148-9EE5-830577247430


  
 

 

Farmers and consumers market bulletin, vol. 51, no. 7 (1965 October 13). Georgia Department of 

Agriculture. Georgia Government Publications Collection at the University of Georgia Map and 

Government Information Library. https://dlg.usg.edu/record/dlg_ggpd_i-ga-ba400-b-pp1-bf2-b51-

s7#metadata   

https://dlg.usg.edu/record/dlg_ggpd_i-ga-ba400-b-pp1-bf2-b51-s7#metadata
https://dlg.usg.edu/record/dlg_ggpd_i-ga-ba400-b-pp1-bf2-b51-s7#metadata


  
 

 

Photograph of the Warren Commission Presenting the Final Report to President Lyndon B. Johnson 

Inscribed to Gerald R. Ford by the President; 9/24/1964: Gerald R. Ford Congressional Papers. 

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/photograph-of-the-warren-commission-presenting-

the-final-report-to-president-lyndon-b-johnson-inscribed-to-gerald-r-ford-by-the-president  

https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/photograph-of-the-warren-commission-presenting-the-final-report-to-president-lyndon-b-johnson-inscribed-to-gerald-r-ford-by-the-president
https://www.docsteach.org/documents/document/photograph-of-the-warren-commission-presenting-the-final-report-to-president-lyndon-b-johnson-inscribed-to-gerald-r-ford-by-the-president


  
 

 

Harris & Ewing, photographer. Filibuster against anti-lynching bill. Washington, D.C., Jan. 27. 

Members of the bloc of Southern Senators who have been filibustering against the anti-

lynching bill for the last 20 days and are still going strong, left to right: Senator Tom 

Connally, of Texas, Sen. Walter F. George, of Ga.; Sen. Richard Russell of Ga.; and Sen. 

Claude Pepper of Florida, 1/27/38. United States Washington D.C. District of Columbia 

Washington D.C, 1938. Photograph. https://www.loc.gov/item/2016872930/. 

https://www.loc.gov/item/2016872930/


  
 

 

Magazine published by Savannah Area Chamber of Commerce in 1964, page 3. From the World War II 

Exhibit Collection at the Georgia Historical Society, MS 1548. 

https://georgiahistory.pastperfectonline.com/archive/3CC33015-E6C9-4FC7-96DE-993684382184  

 

https://georgiahistory.pastperfectonline.com/archive/3CC33015-E6C9-4FC7-96DE-993684382184


  
 

 

Frederick E. Hart, artist. Richard B. Russell Memorial Statue at the Russell Senate Office Building in 

Washington D.C; U.S. Senate Collection. 

https://www.senate.gov/artandhistory/art/common/image/Sculpture_21_00021.htm  

Research: Students practice lateral reading. Include short instructions and links to resources 

for research.  

https://www.senate.gov/artandhistory/art/common/image/Sculpture_21_00021.htm


  
 

• Background, Richard B. Russell Memorial Statue. Published by the U.S. Senate, 

https://www.senate.gov/artandhistory/art/artifact/Sculpture_21_00021.htm  

• Georgia Military Bases Map, by Georgia.gov. 

https://www.georgia.org/sites/default/files/wp-uploads/2013/09/Military-Bases-

Map.pdf  

• Richard Russell: A Featured Biography from Senate.gov. 

https://www.senate.gov/senators/FeaturedBios/Featured_Bio_Russell.htm  

• Richard B. Russell Jr. (1897-1971). New Georgia Encyclopedia, 

https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/government-politics/richard-b-russell-

jr-1897-1971  

• Today in Georgia History: Richard B. Russell. GHS and GPB, 

https://www.todayingeorgiahistory.org/content/richard-b-russell  

• The Senate Committee on Armed Services, 1947-1996: The Russell Era, 1955-1968, The 

National Archives. https://www.archives.gov/legislative/finding-

aids/reference/senate/armed-services/1955-1968.html    

Reflect: Students consider what they have learned and share with classmates.  

Students work to respond to priority questions.  

Assessment: Using the responses to the three priority questions and any other evidence 

gathered evaluate Richard Russell as a leader. (Individual, small group, or whole group 

activity)  

Additional Resources:  

Southern Manifesto on Integration (March 12, 1956). From Congressional Record, 84th 

Congress Second Session. Vol. 102, part 4. Washington, D.C.: Governmental Printing Office, 

1956. 4459-4460. 

https://www.thirteen.org/wnet/supremecourt/rights/sources_document2.html  

Opinion: Russell’s name should not be on halls of justice by W. Matthew Dodge. 

https://www.ajc.com/news/opinion/opinion-russell-name-should-not-halls-

justice/rXec8GMYfFbj6z44k523lJ/  
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